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The Greatest Casualties of this Long War are the
Children of the World

By Dennis Kucinich
06/07/2010

The War in Afghanistan has now surpassed the number of years we spent in Vietnam,
making it the longest war in U.S. history. This grim landmark must serve as an
awakening for the human and financial costs of the war. Our continued presence in
Afghanistan foments resentment toward us, undermines the human rights of the Afghan
people, and places our troops in harm's way. Prior to the Memorial Day break, the House
passed a bill authorizing $159.3 billion for the continuation of the wars in Iraq,
Afghanistan, and the so-called "war on terror" with little-to-no discussion of the cost our
constituents must bear to keep the wars going. The war is creating a new generation of
Americans who will experience the trauma of war, like Vietnam veterans before them.
Billions of dollars go toward our supposed nation-building in Afghanistan. Yet millions
of Americans struggle as funds for essential social services get cut.

The greatest casualties of this long war are the children of the world for whom war
becomes as ordinary as the sunrise. Children, who go to bed hungry each night, who are
denied the fullness of health, who are ill-housed, ill-clothed, who do not have a chance
for a decent education, whose opportunities in life are limited because the resources of
nations are squandered in unnecessary wars based on lies. What a terrible legacy this
generation of leaders will leave for the children of the world unless we finally come to an
understanding of the utter futility of war, unless we challenge the underlying thinking that
leads to war, unless we firmly explore the science of human relations which leads away
from war and towards understanding and human unity. This is the surge the world is
waiting for.
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In the coming weeks, Congress is expected to be asked to give another $33 billion for
war efforts. Congress must stop funding this misguided war. We need to bring the troops
home now." said Kucinich.
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